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 MINUTES OF THE

WORKFORCE SERVICES AND COMMUNITY

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INTERIM COMMITTEE

 Wednesday, November 18, 2009 – 2:00 p.m. – Room 450 State Capitol

Members Present:

Sen. Mark B. Madsen, Senate Chair

Rep. Steven R. Mascaro, House Chair

Sen. Patricia W. Jones

Sen. Daniel R. Liljenquist

Sen. Ralph Okerlund

Sen. Luz Robles

Rep. Laura Black

Rep. Neil A. Hansen

Rep. Christopher N. Herrod

Rep. Paul Ray

Rep. Kenneth W. Sumsion

Rep. Christine F. Watkins

Members Absent:

Rep. James A. Dunnigan

 

Staff Present:

Mr. Arthur L. Hunsaker, Policy Analyst

Mr. James L. Wilson, Associate General Counsel

Ms. Glenda S. Whitney, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Mascaro called the meeting to order at 2:11 p.m. 

MOTION: Rep. Watkins moved to approve the minutes of the October 21, 2009 meeting. The motion

passed unanimously. Sen. Madsen, Sen. Jones, Sen. Robles, and Rep. Sumsion were absent for the vote.

2. Draft Legislation, "Department of Community and Culture Grants Amendments"

Mr. Palmer DePaulis, Executive Director, Department of Community and Culture (DCC), introduced 

Mr. Mike Hansen as the new Deputy Director for DCC. Mr. DePaulis distributed and reviewed 2010

General Session draft legislation, "Department of Community and Culture Grants Amendments." He noted

that the bill modifies provisions of Title 9, Community and Culture Development, regarding grant

programs administered by certain divisions, offices, and boards within the DCC.

MOTION: Rep. Black moved to approve 2010 General Session draft legislation, "Department of

Community and Culture Grants Amendments," with a favorable recommendation. The motion passed

unanimously with Sen. Madsen, Sen. Jones, Sen. Robles, Rep. Herrod and Rep. Sumsion absent for the

vote. 

3. Draft Legislation, "Economic Development Incentives Act Amendments"

Rep. Brent Wallis distributed and reviewed 2010 General Session draft legislation, "Economic

Development Incentives Act Amendments." He noted that the bill modifies provisions of the Economic

Development Incentives Act related to significant capital investment and requirements for receiving a tax

credit under the Act.

Mr. Derek Miller, Managing Director, Governor's Office of Economic Development, responded to

committee members' questions regarding eligibility for refundable tax credits under the proposed

legislation. 



Minutes of the Workforce Services and Community and Economic Development Interim Committee

November 18, 2009

Page 2

Mr. Tom Bingham, President, Utah Manufacturers Association, spoke in support of the bill.

Mr. Ron Kusina, Executive Director, Weber Economic Development Corporation, commented on how

economic development incentives have brought businesses to the state and gave a strong endorsement to

the proposed legislation.

MOTION: Sen. Madsen moved to approve 2010 General Session draft legislation, "Economic

Development Incentives Act Amendments," with a favorable recommendation, and requested on line 70,

page 3, that the sponsor work with staff to clarify the word "productivity." The motion passed

unanimously.

4. Draft Legislation, "Amendments to Programs for People with Disabilities"

Rep. Mascaro distributed and reviewed 2010 General Session draft legislation, "Amendments to Programs

for People with Disabilities." He explained the bill's provisions and addressed questions from Sen.

Madsen.

MOTION: Sen. Robles moved to approve 2010 General Session draft legislation, "Amendments to

Programs for People with Disabilities," with a favorable recommendation. The motion passed with 

Sen. Madsen voting in opposition. Sen. Jones was absent for the vote.

5. Presentations: Rural Economic Development

Mr. Jeffery Packer, Co-chair, Utah Rural Development Council, Mr. Spencer Eccles, Executive Director,

Governor's Office of Economic Development, and Ms. Beverly Evans, Governor's Office of Economic

Development, gave the rural economic development presentation and referred the Committee to the

handout, "2009 Rural Utah Report to the Governor and the Legislature," that was distributed in the

mailing packet. Mr. Packer gave an overview of the report, recognized the board's achievements during

the past year, and reviewed the Rural Partnership Board's recommendations for the upcoming year.

Mr. Eccles responded to committee members' questions and spoke in support of the report

recommendations.

Ms. Evans responded to committee members' questions and commented on the Rural Partnership Board

recommendations, most specifically on its recommendation for the state to focus on extensive

entrepreneurship education.

Mr. Wes Curtis, Southern Utah University, commented on broadband technologies and services in the

state's rural areas.

6. Other Items / Adjourn

MOTION: Rep. Watkins moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. Sen. Madsen,

Sen. Jones, Sen. Robles, and Rep. Black were absent for the vote. 

Chair Mascaro adjourned the meeting at 3:43 p.m.


